




Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Newbiggin by the Sea Town Council held at 6:30 pm on Wednesday, 25th March 2026 at St Bartholomew’s Church Centre.
 
PRESENT:  Councillors:	G Woodman (Chair), M Martin, J Woodman, L Spratt and A Wootton

		 Officers:   	L. Lawson – Town Clerk and RFO
				S. Watson – Admin Assistant	
				

IN ATTENDANCE: 3 members of the public
Two residents attended to raise concerns regarding have put a complaint in regarding Newbiggin Community Ventures. They read out a statement highlighting these concerns, noting the strike off on Companies House. They requested that this information be noted in the minutes of the meeting. This was agreed with the Chair. The Chair had informed that this was an agenda item and that the Town Council are aware of the current situation. The Chair requested that the residents stay to receive further information regarding this.  funds.  These funds were to support Newbiggin only.
Cllr J Woodman informed members that a complaint was received with regard to the banks at the West End of Newbiggin. It was noted again that NCC have informed that they will not be cutting the banks but will look to do the edges to ensure residents/visitors can access railings, etc. put a complaint about the state of the banks at the West End of Newbiggin.
Cllr Spratt highlighted that residents are complaining concerned about Spital, to note traffic lights are not working all the time, and a large section of the footpath is now closed. Cllr Martin had informed members that there is an increase in fly tipping in East Lea as well as fires. It was noted that this may be due to the new gates installed at both allotment sites. about the mess at Spital, the traffic lights haven’t been working, footpath is closed, there is fly tipping in East Lea such as burnt-out fires, abandoned traffic lights, the amount of rubbish there is, horses are eating the rubbish.
C114/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
[bookmark: _Hlk152921826]Members received and accepted apologies from Cllrs J Casey (Vice Chair), T Roll and A Sutherland.  
[bookmark: _Hlk147512952]
C115/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS
Cllr Wootton has declaredWootton declared an interest in Woodhorn Church as Cllr Wootton is now part of the Friends of Woodhorn Church Group. The chair reminded all in attendance to ensure that members review their forms online at NCC to ensure they are current and up to date. 

C116/25 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE ORDINARY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 18TH FEBRUARY 2026THE COUNCIL
The Chair confirmed that all members had received and read the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 18th February 2026, which were proposed and seconded for approval, as well as confirming members had received the minutes from the Environmental Committee meeting held on 25th February 2026.l.    

RESOLVED that: 
I. The minutes of the Ordinary Town Council Meeting held on the 18th February 2026 be approved and signed by the Chair of the meeting. 
II. To note the minutes of the Environmental Committee meeting held on the 25th February 2026

C117/25 MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 25TH FEBRUARY 2026

The Chair noted that the Environmental Committee meeting on 25th February 2026 was received by all members.

C1178/25 PLAYZONE STEERING GROUP
Members were informed that we now have the 4 large signs for the Playzone. Members were informed that we are currently awaiting the signs, which will be 4 signs per side. It was also noted that the sign to allow the public to book using the QR Code is also part of this. 

Members were reminded that AFC Newbiggin received a grant from Newbiggin Town Council and that we are actively trying to pin down a date for the official opening of the PlayZone with AFC Newbiggin Juniors. 

We continue to reach out to local groups, and we have the first dates going in from April from AFC Newbiggin for 3 sessions per week, and we await further session dates when confirmed. 

Newbiggin moves will also be booking in some dates going forward. 

It was noted that the lock has now been replaced due to vandalism on the maintenance gates as well as the plates to prevent access through those doors. 

Members discussed the number of children accessing and using the facilities after school and on weekends. We envisage that whilst it may not necessarily be booked, it will be used. It was noted again that the decision to keep it free to access between 8 am to 9 am Monday to Friday, with free access at weekends, and free for the whole of school holidays was important. The Town Clerk informed members that once the signage is in place, we can place posters and information on our social media posts. It was noted that Newbiggin Moves will continue to do outreach there when they can. This will encourage a wider age range to come look at the facilities. It was noted that we continue to seek funding to provide more with the Newbiggin PlayZone Activation Plan. 

Members were informed that the group will need to look to add additional members, as agreed earlier.  

It was noted that the lock has now been repaired to the maintenance gate and the steel plates have been installed. 

C1189/25 ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT AND SELF AUDITSELF-AUDIT 
The Town Clerk gave a verbal update. Following the update to Newbiggin Town Council’s Data and IT Policy, self-audits on our website have been undertaken, and we have also received a report from our current IT provider. We need to update our Accessibility Statement to adhere to legislation that was changed in 2018. The Accessibility Statement has been reviewed to reflect the self-audits and continuation of checks going forward. It was noted that the Town Clerk will provide a further update in April following further work on our website. 


RESOLVED that: Members agreed to adopt the new Accessibility Statement and review this Statement annually.

C11920/25 FRIENDS OF WOODHORN CHURCH – LETTER OF SUPPORT


The Chair reminded members Members were reminded that Friends of Woodhorn Church (FOWC) requested a letter of support following their update at the last meeting in February 2026. At that time it was agreed to place down for discussion at the next meeting. 

RSOLVED that: Members agreed to consider a letter of support.a letter of support to FOWC..  

C1201/25 ALLOTMENT UPDATE


The Town Clerk gave a verbal update on the Colliery Allotmentfrom Newbiggin Allotment Association. Allotment Association continue to work with Northumbria Police. The Allotment Association has now installed new gates across both sites. Keys will be given to plot holders with strict instructions to lock the gate. This has only just taken place; further updates on this will be at the next meeting. It was noted that since this has been installed, we have seen an increase in fly tipping around other areas of Newbiggin.  now has a gate in place.  As fly tipping is getting worse, the gate is now locked.  Fly tipping is now moving across the town.

C1212/25 ENHANCED SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT
The Chair informed members that our current Service Level Agreement has meant 1 full-time operative over the year and the other one seasonal operative for a period of 6 months in the summer. This has been discussed at the Environmental Committee meeting and put forward to Ordinary Council meeting to look at a potential solution which would predominantly mean we have a presence on the promenade unless needed elsewhere within Newbiggin. The Neighbourhood Services team have been contacted to see if this is something that can be done within the budget. 
The Town Clerk gave an update.

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to the seasonal operative being over the full year part-time and bring to full council if there is  a potential an amendment to be made to costs.



C1223/25 SKATEPARK FUNDING 
The Town Clerk gave a verbal update to members on the potential Skatepark funding. A meeting with the Town Clerk and NCC regarding s106 or Windfarm money will take place on 19th March. Therefore, a further update will be provided at the next meeting in April. It was noted that we could reach out to schools to get their take on this. 
The Town Clerk gave a verbal update to members and will have a further update after the meeting, on 19th March 2026.  It was noted that we could reach out to schools in order to get more kids involved.

C1234/25 SPECIAL EVENT IN THE SUMMER 
The Environmental committee on the 25th February 2026 has brought quotes to the full council for consideration of the costs of equipment for this event in the summer. 

Update:  A SAG form is prepared and awaits submission. Use of the bandstand area under licence has also been requested, and we will also require a temporary event licence for use of the land on the Promenade, as we have done so previously. Quotes from 2 companies were presented to the Environmental Committee, and the number of tables and chairs was agreed. However, at that time, we had not received another company's quote. The Chair confirmed that all three quotes were received and sent with the agenda. 

The Town Clerk gave an update to members.   

RESOLVED that: Members approved the funding for the hire of the equipment for this event from general reserves as budget set for 2026-2027.

C1245/25 TO CONSIDER INSURANCE QUOTES FOR 2026-2027 
The Town Clerk informed members that we were still awaiting quotes from 1 company. It was hoped that these would have been received before this meeting. Quotes were received from Gallagher and Zurich. It was noted that Zurich is our current provider. 
Members were informed that the Town Clerk has received quotes from Gallagher and we are awaiting an insurance quote from Zurich and one other.  The paperwork will be forwarded once received.  The current insurance provide is Zurich.

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to defer until the next meeting. g.


C1256/25 CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH ON 

The Chair informed Members that last year it was noted,  that many other towns across the UKNorthumberland  had switched on their Christmas lights earlier in November and that the Town Council may want towish to do that this year.  It was noted that the Coble would like to join in on our night like they did last year. It was also noted that Newbiggin Traders Association have already put out on social media that their Christmas Fayre is at the end of November.  
RESOLVED that: Members agreed to 14th November 2026 for the Christmas light Switch onswitch-on.




C1267/25 UPDATE TO DATA AND IT POLICY 
The Town Clerk gave a verbal updateChair confirmed that all had received the recommendations for the additions to the Data and IT Policy. This included covering email use, council devices, messaging apps, cyber security, data retention, disposal, and CCTV Management. It was noted that our policy already ensures compliance with .  Members were to consider and approve the Council’s updated Data and IT Policy, covering email use, council devices, messaging apps, cyber security, data retention, disposal and CCTV management.  This Policy already ensures compliance with GDPR, Data Protection Act 2018, FOI legislation and best practices guidance from ICO and NALC. These additions would be specific in the above headings. 
RESOLVED that: Members agreed to comply with the Policy.the additions to be added to the Data and IT Policy. 
C1278/25 LETTER RECEIVED IN RELATION TO NEWBIGGIN COMMMUNITY COMMUNITY VENTURES 

The Town Clerk informed members that Newbiggin Town Council received a letter of concern regarding Newbiggin Community Ventures. The Town Clerk reminded members that the Town Council did have a meeting in the autumn of last year with representatives of Newbiggin Community Ventures. 

Since this agenda item was published, we have received further urgent communication from the Local Authority and Newbiggin Community Ventures. Because our current agenda item only allows for contact and clarification, we cannot legally resolve to accept the money. Therefore, the Chair has already called an Extraordinary Meeting on 25th March 2026 to specifically resolve the potential transfer and ring-fencing of these assets. This ensures the Town Council decision is legally robust and transparent.   and that members will agree for the Town Clerk to contact Newbiggin Community Ventures.
RESOLVED that: Members agreed for the Town Clerk to contact Newbiggin Community Ventures for clarification.
 
C1289/25 DIARY OF MEETING DATES FOR 2026/27
The Town Clerk informed members of the new diary of meeting datesChair confirmed that members had received the proposed diary of meeting dates for 2026 – 2027. .
RESOLVED that: Members agreed to the new diary of meeting dates for 2026/27. .
C12930/25 REPORTS FOR INFORMATION TO FULL COUNCIL
12930.1	Northumberland County Councillors - No report received from County Councillor Cllr Karl Green however he had his last fitness class tonight so we may see Karl at the next Town Council Meeting.  County Councillor Ben Audsley had a report on the proposal of yellow lines at Beach Terrace, . Members were informed that 7 were in favour of these changes, however it was noted that Newbiggin Town Council refused the proposed yellow lines but suggested alternative solutions.  Cllrs J Woodman and L Spratt agreed to meet with Council Councillor Ben Audsley to discuss further on-site. only houses 1-9 were informed about the yellow lines.  Cllr Jill Woodman and Cllr Louise Spratt will meet with County Councillor Ben Audsley on 21st March 2026 to discuss further.
12930.2 Northumbria Police – No report.
12930.3 Borderlands Place Programme – The Town Clerk gave a verbal n update. Members were informed that the Coastal Erosion and Environmental Team at NCC provided the group with information and a report on the coastal erosion at Church Point.  
12930.4 Northumberland Association of Local Councils – Cllr J Casey has an update to report but unfortunately was absent from this meeting. 
The meeting ended at 19:21.


Chairman………………………………………………………. Date………………………………. 



