

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee held at 6:30 pm on Wednesday, 25th February 2026, at Newbiggin Salvation Army Hall
Present: Cllrs J Casey, A Sutherland, J Woodman, L Spratt, A Wootton, T Roll
L Lawson – Town Clerk
S Watson – Admin 
Public present: None
OPEN SESSION: None.
ENV19/25: Apologies for Absence
None
ENV20/25: Declarations of Interests
No interests were declared
ENV21/25: To approve the minutes of the Committee meeting held 15th October 2025
The Chair confirmed that members had received and read the minutes of the Environmental Committee held on 15th October 2025.

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Committee meeting held 15th October 2025 be agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.

ENV22/25:  Playzone Update
The Admin Assistant informed Members that vandalism had occurred on the maintenance gate, the price of which will come just under £600.  We are awaiting an installation date.  We await the steel plates to help minimise access to a gate that should not be accessed.  It was noted that going forward, the Playzone won’t be placed on the Environmental Committee Meeting; instead, it will be on the full Town Council, Steering Group Section for the foreseeable.
ENV23/25: Enhanced Service Partnership 
The Town Clerk give an update on the current Enhanced Service Level Agreement with regards to the seasonal operative. It was discussed whether there was an option to have this position over the year with reduced hours, with a presence on the promenade.
RESOLVED that members agreed the Town Clerk should look at options with Northumberland County Council and take them to Full Council once received. 
ENV24/25: Newbiggin Community and Garden Awards 2026 
The Town Clerk gave a verbal update on the Community and Garden Awards; it was another great success last year.   
RESOLVED Members agreed to keep the same categories but change the Secret Garden to The Best Garden/Yard you can’t See from the Street.
ENV25/25: Special Event in July 2026
The Town Clerk gave a verbal update on this Event.  It was agreed that wooden table and chairs be requested rather than plastic and the number required reduced to 18 tables with 180 chairs.   

RESOLVED Members agreed for the Town Clerk to get finalised quotes and to take them to the full Council.
ENV26/25: To consider the Great British Spring Clean Event 
The Town Clerk informed members about the Great British Spring Clean coming up 13th March to 29th March 2026.  We will promote on our social media.  Groups within Newbiggin have organised litter picks. 
RESOLVED that Members agreed for Newbiggin Town Council to promote the community litter picks. 

ENV27/25: Easter Egg Community Trail and Christmas Trail 

Administrative Assistant gave a verbal update on the Easter Egg Trail and how positively it was received this year.   It was noted that it was already agreed to purchase Easter eggs and continue the trail this year.  Members were informed that the Easter trail will be pictures (eggs), no clues this year, but will still have a map.  Will look to hold over one week during the Easter holidays. It was also noted that members wished for prizes to be Palm Oil free if possible. 
The meeting closed at 19:52pm
Chairman……………………………………… Date……………….

