




Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Newbiggin by the Sea Town Council held at 6:30pm on Wednesday, 12th November 2025 at St Bartholomew’s Church Centre.
 
PRESENT:  Councillors:	J Casey (Vice Chair), M Martin, T Roll, L Spratt, A Sutherland, G Woodman (Chair), J Woodman and A Wootton 

		 Officers:   	L. Lawson – Town Clerk and RFO
				S. Watson – Admin Assistant

IN ATTENDANCE: 2 members of the public
C048/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None
[bookmark: _Hlk147512952]
C060/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS
No interests declared. The chair reminded all in attendance to ensure that members review their forms online at NCC to ensure they are current and up to date. 

C061/25 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
The Chair confirmed that all members had received and read the minutes of the Council meeting held on 8th October 2025, which were proposed and seconded for approval. The Chair noted that the Environmental Committee meeting on 15th October 2025 was received by all members. 

RESOLVED that: 
I. The minutes of the Ordinary Town Council meeting held on 8th October 2025 be approved and signed by the Chairman of the meeting.   
II. To note the minutes of the Environmental Committee Meeting held on 15th October 2025

C062/25 ALLOTMENT UPDATE
The Town Clerk Informed Members that further inspections with Newbiggin Allotment Association had taken place. An update was provided to Members regarding the Colliery Allotment. Communication continues with the Allotment Association, Police, and residents. Cllr J Woodman queried the fence at Spital and would get back to the Town Clerk with Photos. 

C063/25 BEACH AND PROMENADE
The Chair gave a summary of what was discussed during the meeting with NCC representatives on Monday, 3rd November 2025. A copy of which will be sent to County Councillor Ben Audsley, following a request received as Cllr Audsley was not able to attend.  

C064/25 CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH ON AND DECEMBER
The Chair and Town Clerk gave an update on the details for the Christmas Light Switch-on with the Celebrity and Local Sports Individual.  Members discussed Mrs Claus again for this year. Noted that any left could be distributed at the event that will be held on 23rd December. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to letters from Mrs Claus and Reindeer Dust in keeping with a smaller event planned for December. The budget of which would come out of Christmas Lights. 


C065/25 PLAYZONE STEERING GROUP 
The Town Clerk gave an update. Currently awaiting installation of keypad system to enable the bookings online. Once in place will look to opening bookings online and discuss opening date. 

C066/25 COMMUNITY SPORTS COACH ROLE (PLAYZONES)
Members considered the proposal from Northumberland Sports Development. For a Community Sports Coach. Town Council could use Movement fund for this to cover associated costs. These resources are designed to help deliver coordinated sports and activity sessions within our Playzone facilities, support engagement and participation across the local community.  It would support in the following areas: - 

· Playzones Community Sports Coach (NCC) 12-month fixed term, commencing late March 2026 
· Fitness Provider (Place Leisure) 
· External Provide x 1 (E.G., Newcastle Eagles, NUF or England Netball) 
· Playzone Facility Costs (If permitted) 
· Playzone multi-sports Equipment 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to defer till the next Ordinary Town Council meeting in December the decision until further queries are answered. 
 
C067/25 REPRESENTATION TO TRIPLETT’S QOODHORN CHARITY TRUST 
The Chair informed members of the recent meeting with Members of the Trust. It was agreed by the representatives of the Triplett’s Charity to have a representative from Newbiggin Town Council. Cllr Gwen Woodman has already been Co-opted onto the board. The Chair also informed Members that the catchment area has been reduced to cover Newbiggin only. 

RESOLVED that: Cllr Tom Roll will be a representative from Newbiggin Town Council 

C068/25 CENTRAL PARK PLAY AREA
The Chair informed members that tarmac was deemed not advisable for the play area. Quotes that were previously considered were reconsidered. All contacted before this meeting to ensure all relevant quotes were still correct. Members noted that although the play area is locked, and signs are replaced. Adults and Children are still accessing the play area. Given the expenditure, general reserves may be used. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to the quote from Wicksteed to replace the original surface, but with no pattern. 

C069/25 NOTE CHRISTMAS OPENING/CLOSING HOURS
The Town Council Office will close on Friday, 19th December at 2:30 pm and re-open on 5th January 2026. The phone lines will be updated with a Christmas closure message, and Council email Accounts will be updated with closure replies. Information will be placed on the Noticeboard, the Office door and all social media accounts. It was noted that the office will be open on Saturday, 20th December, for families to collect chocolate and Reindeer dust after the Christmas Trail in the town that week. We will also be on hand on Tuesday, 23rd December, between 11 am – 3 pm for Santa’s Reindeer on the Piazza. 

C070/25 REPORTS FOR INFORMATION TO FULL COUNCIL 
59.1 Northumberland County Council – Cllr Audsley updated the Town Council on the consultation for Simonside. Noted no report from Cllr Karl Green., 
59.2 Northumbria Police – No report received. 


Chairman………………………………………………………. Date………………………………. 



