

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee held at 6:30 pm on Wednesday, 15th October 2025, at Newbiggin Salvation Army Hall
Present: Cllrs J Casey, T Roll, Spratt, A Sutherland and J Woodman
L Lawson – Town Clerk
S Watson – Admin 
Public present: None
OPEN SESSION: None.
ENV09/25: Apologies for Absence
Yes – J Casey and L Spratt
RESOLVED that Members noted and agreed 

ENV10/25: Declarations of Interests
No interests were declared
ENV11/25: To approve the minutes of the Committee meeting held 25th June 2025
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Committee meeting held 25th June 2025 be agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.

ENV12/25:  Wildflower Planting
The Town Clerk Informed Members that we are still awaiting quotes on rewilding of the flower beds at Spital and Central. It was also noted that other Councils have been coming into Newbiggin to see the last areas planted near Newbiggin Sports and Community Hub.  It was hoped we would have the quotes for this meeting.  The Chair asked members to think of potential other areas that can be placed down for future wilding. 
ENV13/24: Bin Replacement and Movement Update
NCC have agreed to the bin placement at East Lea, Spital Entrance near Tucks Road as well as the movement of a current bin located near Spital Car Park to be moved to the sign near the path just outside of car park. A new bin near the bus stop at Woodlea was also noted. We still await hearing about the bin placement near the path between Woodhorn and Ashington. 
RESOLVED that members agreed to the purchase of new bins for placement in the areas listed above as well as replacing bins across the town that require it. 
ENV14/25: HORSESHOE STEPS
The Town Clerk informed members that the Mares' tail at Horseshoe steps is also in neighbouring properties. It was also noted that even if the soil was removed and a membrane placed down that this would not stop the Mares tail. It would need constant maintenance. It has been discussed with NCC also. The Horseshoe grounds are on a steep incline. It was suggested that Members look to do further work at Horseshoe Steps.  
RESOLVED that Members agreed for the Town Clerk to seek quotes for work at Horseshoe Steps. 
ENV15/25: Playzone Update
The Town Clerk gave a verbal update on the Playzone. This has now been painted, and an inspection has occurred. We await further contact for the installation of the keypad and contract for maintenance of this as well as the booking system. Contact has been made with prospective users to allow us to look at what groups might use the facilities, although it is expected that the main user will be Newbiggin AFC. 
ENV16/25: Enhanced Service Partnership

The Town Clerk gave a verbal update on the current Enhanced Service Partnership. As well as the 6-month operative that Newbiggin Town Council currently fund. It was suggested that Members may want to review this and look at alternatives to take to Full Council. 

RESOLVED that Members agreed for the Town Clerk to start a discussion with NCC regarding the seasonal operative during the summer months. 

ENV17/25: Easter Egg Community Trail and Christmas Trail 

Administrative Assistant gave a verbal update on the Easter Egg Trail and how positively it was received this year, with families already aware that this was on. A Christmas Trail was discussed. 

RESOLVED 

I. That members agreed to starting a Christmas Trail this year again using Resilience Fund. 

II. That members agreed to do the Easter Trail as they have done for 2026.
ENV18/25: Community and Garden Awards 

The Chair started the discussion on the Community and Garden Awards evening, noted it was well attended and enjoyed by all. It was suggested that for next year we could change the Secret Garden to Yardin (back garden) or something similar. It was also suggested that the Secret Garden have a runner-up; it was noted that it was the first time we had more than 2 put forward. This is a positive sign that more people are hearing about it.
RESOLVED that Members agreed to continue with the Community and Garden Awards for 2026 with some amendments to the Secret Garden. 
The meeting closed at 19.08pm
Chairman……………………………………… Date………

