




Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Newbiggin by the Sea Town Council held at 6:30pm on Wednesday, 8th October 2025 at St Bartholomew’s Church Centre.
 
PRESENT:  Councillors:	J Casey (Vice Chair), M Martin, T Roll, L Spratt, A Sutherland, G Woodman (Chair), J Woodman and A Wootton 

		 Officers:   	L. Lawson – Town Clerk and RFO
				S. Watson – Admin Assistant

IN ATTENDANCE: 5 members of the public
During the open session, Inspector Neighbourhood Policing attended to give a brief update to all in attendance. Further information is noted later in these minutes under the Report section.
Unfortunately, the representative from the Town Twinning Association could not attend but passed on that currently there is nothing to note other than that there is a support network gathering for Town Twinning again, which is good news. Next meeting in the New Year, and it's hoped there will be more of an update then. 
3 residents wished to highlight the recent fires at Colliery Allotments. Some background information on previous complaints over a span of 10 years. The Chair informed that the Town Council are aware of the current issues at the Colliery Allotments and that we have been down to the Allotments as part of Newbiggin Allotment Association inspections. With ongoing issues not only with fires. Town Clerk to update the resident via email. Another resident wished to update the Town Council on his meeting with the Head of Neighbourhood Services, as well as recent correspondence following their meeting with this same officer. It was regarding the Promenade and the beach. The Chair stated that all members are fully aware of the ongoing and historical problems mentioned by the resident. The Chair noted that it is down for discussion on the agenda, and more information will be shared during that discussion. The chair and members thanked this resident for his ongoing commitment to clearing sand to allow others to access the promenade. The resident also mentioned the Maram grass on the beach. It was noted that the officers at Northumberland County Council do not see the Maram as a problem.  
The open session was extended at the discretion of the Chair in agreement with Full council by 5 minutes.
C048/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None
[bookmark: _Hlk147512952]
C049/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS
No interests declared. The chair reminded all in attendance to ensure that members review their forms online at NCC to ensure they are current and up to date. 

C050/25 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
The Chair confirmed that all members had received and read the minutes of the Council meeting held on 24th September 2025, which were proposed and seconded for approval. 

RESOLVED that: The minutes of the Ordinary Town Council meeting held on 24th September 2025 be approved and signed by the Chairman of the meeting.   
C051/25 LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN PRIORITIES 2026/27
The Chair informed members that this decision was deferred following discussions at the meeting on 24th September 2025.  Northumberland County Council is in process to prepare its Local Transport Plan (LTP) Capital Programme for 2026/27. As part of this process, they would like to know what our TOP 3 highways and transport priority issues are for our area, so that they can be considered for inclusion in the Programme. 

The letter from Highways, guidance notes, and feedback from our submissions for the 2025/26 LTP were attached to the agenda.  This was deferred from the previous meeting on 24th September to give members more time to consider options. 

The Town Clerk informed members of the 3 priorities for each County Councillor: - 
Cllr Ben Audsley – 
1. Resurfacing of the road coming from Woodhorn from the funeral directors to Smallholdings. 
2. Speed control measures for Melrose Terrace.
3. Parking spot for Queen Victoria.
Cllr Karl Green - 
1. Resurfacing of the road at Spital Road and the surrounding area.
2. Safer exit from Spital Road onto North Seaton Road.
3. Extension of Northumberland Line or timely bus to Newbiggin.

Discussions included the additional item put forward last year for the comprehensive review of traffic management from the entrance at NuHeat to Beach Terrace and everything in between. Historically, Newbiggin Town Council had put forward a crossing between Memorial Park and Bank House; however, at the time, it was not deemed appropriate. Further discussions regarding submitting a crossing between Memorial Park and St Andrews Church. It was suggested that Dixon’s Corner and North Seaton Road are still problem areas with speed and parking. A further suggestion for parking restrictions and traffic calming measures on Woodhorn Lane near STB was discussed. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to the 3 priorities – of which: - 
I. Comprehensive review of traffic management from the entrance at NuHeat to Beach Terrace
II. Crossing between Memorial Park and St Andrew's Church 
III. Restrictions on parking on North Seaton Road leading to traffic calming measures at Dixons Corner. 
It was agreed to place traffic calming measures and parking on Woodhorn Lane for future submission. 

C052/25 ALLOTMENT UPDATE
The Town Clerk informed members that further inspections with Newbiggin Allotment Association and Northumbria Police have taken place. An update was provided to members regarding the Colliery Allotment. Contact has continued to be made with the resident to replace the fence that was removed without permission. A further communication has gone out with an extension from NAA for the removal of items from plot/s at the rear of the property. NTC will remain in contact with NAA, Northumbria Police and continue to be updated from external bodies that NAA are in regular contact with. 

C053/25 Community Governance Review Response
The Chair confirmed that all members had received the link and responded. From those responses, further discussions on the parish wards and clarification were commenced. It was noted that it would be worth knowing the County Councillors' thoughts on this review. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to a response to the Governance Review and Town Clerk to complete on NTC's behalf. 

C054/25 BEACH AND PROMENADE 
The Chair updated members on a meeting with Deputy Leader – Richard Wearmouth and County Councillor Audsley. All were informed that a walk from church point to Needles Eye took place the week before. Members were updated from information given from Head of Neighbourhood Services. NCC are going to incorporate some of the suggestions into the next sand movement exercise. This will not be until after spring 2025 given the ecological restrictions on work during winter months. They have also informed that they will be trialling some of their own equipment on a more ad hoc basis from spring – to see if this is something that can be done more frequently. We await an update on the issues around weeds and the sand removal on the promenade and NCC are asking what more can they do to improve what they are currently doing. NCC have also stated that they do not see the Maram grass as a problem. Flags were also discussed across the town. The Chair informed members that a neighbouring Council has released a statement, touching on the flags within the town amongst other issues.

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to no statement from Newbiggin Town Council. 

C055/25 DBS CHECK FOR MEMBER AND OFFICERS
The Chair informed members that as a Town Council, we sometimes run or oversee services that involve children or adults at risk. DBS checks provide a mechanism to help ensure that individuals with a history of serious offences are not placed in roles where they could do harm. By introducing Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks for all Councillors and Staff, it would allow the Council to ensure robust safeguarding and maintain public trust in its governance and services. It demonstrates due diligence, reduces safeguarding risks, and provides accountability to the public. It would align with best practice standards and demonstrates the Council’s commitment to safety. It was noted that other Town Councils, including Cramlington and Blyth, have adopted similar measures, reflecting an emerging standard with local government.  

RESOLVED that: Members agreed that the Town Clerk should look at a Policy, process and administration and budgetary implications. 
 
C056/25 CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH ON 
The Chair informed members of the recent meeting with the Chair of Newbiggin Traders Association. Christmas light switch on will be held on 29th November 2025. It was agreed that Newbiggin Town Council would find a celebrity to turn the lights on this year as well as the person nominated by Newbiggin Traders Association. For Christmas 2026, it has been agreed to start holding meetings in January with Newbiggin Town Council. The Chair confirmed that Members had received the quote for the Reindeer at the Piazza. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to go ahead with the Reindeer but not to have it on the Christmas Light Switch on event. Town Clerk to look at alternative dates closer to Christmas. 

C057/25 OCTOBER FREE MEALS – UPDATE
The Chair informed Members that Newbiggin Sports and Community Hub have a very large booking over the October Half Term. It will see approx. 150 children per day. The Manager at the hub has concerns with the number of children coming and going and all that are not from Newbiggin accessing free meals paid for by Newbiggin Town Council. Members were informed that the hub can ensure that those they are aware of receive the free meals that week. Those that attend the Newbiggin Holiday Activities that week will receive a slip from NCC Sports Development so they can also go to the Hub café for a free meal. Officers will continue to contact the Family Hub in Newbiggin as it is believed in the past they have also utilised this offer. It was noted that Newbiggin Learning Hive has nothing on that week. 

C058/25 PLAYZONE
The Town Clerk give a verbal update on the nearing completion of Playzone with painting and final inspection from Cleveland Land Services. Background booking system is underway. Newbiggin Town Council initially agreed to follow the same pricing structure as Northumberland County Council. We await the contract from Clubspark for the booking system. It was discussed the free slots morning and afternoon. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to continue with the same pricing structure as Northumberland County Council. Continue to review the Playzone and to place this on the agenda going forward as a Steering Group. 

C059/25 REPORTS FOR INFORMATION TO FULL COUNCIL 
59.1 Northumberland County Council – No update
59.2 Northumbria Police – 
Resources have increased and are working with agencies to cerate better working relationships.  Shops in the community are engaging. Northumbria Police continue to work with Fire Services and are currently trying to produce a leaflet about buying e bikes/scooters. It was noted that a lot of tenancy agreements specifically prohibit items to be in properties. Public Protection Spaces are currently being looked at in Newbiggin. Operation Impact – Held there last briefing in Newbiggin, great venue and warrants, arrests made, and information shared, positive outcome. Police report shared. 
59.3 Borderlands Place Programme – 
Cllrs J Woodman, A Wootton and Town Clerk gave a verbal update. Informing members that an update on the Northumberland Line and its potential into Newbiggin from NCC Head of Strategic Transport. Extending the line from Ashington to Newbiggin is one of the considerations that will be subject to high level appraisal. Coastal Protection Scheme was also noted, 
and further discussions will take place in a future meeting. An update on the Maritime Centre Business units and Town Centre improvements was given to Members. 
59.4 Northumberland Association of Local Councils – Update given by Town Clerk, noting no further update than what had already previously being given. 
59.5 Meeting with the Leader of Northumberland County Council – Cllr L Spratt, J Woodman and A Wootton attended the meeting. A verbal update was given to Members highlighting that it was good to hear other councillors in towns/parishes in Northumberland. It was noted that the beach and promenade of Newbiggin was mentioned as well as the coastal erosion. It was felt that it was potentially not the best forum to allow all to get their ideas and suggestions forward. It was also noted that we were classed as a service centre and not a town. It is unsure if we will receive any feedback from this event from NCC.


Chairman………………………………………………………. Date………………………………. 



