
NEWBIGGIN-BY-THE-SEA TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance & HR Committee held on Wednesday, 16th July 2025 at Salvation Army Hall.
PRESENT: 
Councillors: 
J Casey (Chair), M Martin, L Spratt, A Sutherland, G Woodman and A Wootton









Officers:  
L. Lawson: - Town Clerk and RFO
OPEN SESSION

There were no questions from the public.

FHR1 To appoint a Chair and Vice-Chair
It was proposed, seconded, and no other nominations were put forward. 

RESOLVED that Cllr Jan Casey become Chair. 

It was proposed, seconded, and no other nominations were put forward. 

RESOLVED that Cllr Louise Spratt become the Vice-Chair.

FHR2
To receive apologies for absence - None
FHR3 
To receive any declarations of interest from Members
Members were invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests and other interests in items on the agenda as required by the Newbiggin by the Sea Town Council Code of Conduct for Members and by the Localism Act 2011 

Cllr L Spratt  – Declared an interest in AB grant application, therefore abstaining from the vote. 
Cllr G Woodman – Declared an interest in Newbiggin WI, therefore abstaining from the vote. 

FHR4
Approval of minutes of previous meetings
Minutes of the Finance and HR Committee meeting held 9th April 2025.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on the 9th April 2025 be agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair of the meeting.

FHR5
Finance Statements and Reports

24.1
To receive the Budget Monitoring Statements to the end of June 2025.
24.2
To receive the Authorisation of Payments list to the end of June 2025.
24.3
To receive Bank Reconciliation to the end of June 2025

The reports were circulated with the agenda papers

RESOLVED that the reports be accepted for information.
FHR6 To note Terms of Reference for the Finance and HR Committee

Chair confirmed that all had received the Terms of Reference 

RESOLVED that members noted the Terms of Reference
FHR7
To consider Small Grant Requests
7.1 
RNLI
A request of £300.00 has been received, and this money will help towards the running costs of the Annual Lifeboat Day.   

This is the RNLI's largest event of the year, which helps them raise essential funds to provide lifesaving services in the Newbiggin Area. These events also provide water safety advice and education to all. 

RESOLVED that Members agreed to the grant request of £300.00
7.2
Adele Barry
A request of £300.00 has been received, and this money will help towards the costs of traveling. Adele has amassed 38 fights and numerous demos, most of which are outside the local area, which require travel and hotel stays. She will be fighting in Barnsley on the 12th July on the biggest show in the UK. This is the Sandee Fight Series, where UK rankings are now starting, and the fight in July will determine her place in it. Adele has also been selected to fight in the World Muay Thai Championships in Thailand in March 2026. Adele had fought in Thailand this year and won her category, and became a gold medal world champion. Her goal is simple: to become a 2-time World Champion. Her trips are all self-funded. 

RESOLVED that Members agreed to the grant request of £300.00
FHR8 To consider large grant requests
8.1
Escape Family Support
A request of £1,500 has been received, and this money will help core costs, i.e. 24-hour help line, service for young people up to 24 years of age or the cost of training volunteers and users. In 2024-25 ESCAPE helped 17 families from the Newbiggin Area. 

RESOLVED that Members agreed to the grant donation of £750, noting the increase in families in the previous year. 
8.2
Newbiggin WI

A request of £850 has been received, and this money would be used for the repair and redecoration of recently repaired areas in the hall. This includes the foyer and stage areas. In addition, the exterior entrance doors require repair and redecoration to improve the overall appearance of the building.
RESOLVED that Members agreed to a grant donation of £500.

8.3 
Newbiggin Bowling Team 
A request for £2,000 has been received, and this money would be used to purchase a Defibrillator that would be externally fitted for ease of access, as well as a hot water boiler for the use of the club and to provide refreshments to a growing number of visitors. They are also looking into the potential of being a registered warm space. 

RESOLVED that Members agreed to the grant request of £2,000.

The meeting ended at 19.11pm
Signed by the Chairperson: ……….........…............................ Date:…………………
