




Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Newbiggin by the Sea Town Council held at 6:30pm on Wednesday, 24th September 2025 at St Bartholomew’s Church Centre.
 
PRESENT:  Councillors:	J Casey (Vice Chair), M Martin, T Roll, L Spratt, A Sutherland, G Woodman (Chair), J Woodman and A Wootton 

		 Officers:   	L. Lawson – Town Clerk and RFO
				S. Watson – Admin Assistant

IN ATTENDANCE: 2 members of the public
During the open session, a query was raised regarding a large banner placed on the railings at Memorial Park. Logo on this: “To feel good, do good”. No one was aware of the banner, and officers will investigate. 
C037/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None
[bookmark: _Hlk147512952]
C038/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS
No interests declared. The chair reminded all in attendance to ensure that members review their forms online at NCC to ensure they are current and up to date. 

C039/25 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
The Chair confirmed that all members had received and read the minutes of the Council meeting held on 9th July 2025, which were proposed and seconded for approval. The Chair noted that the Finance & HR Committee meeting on 16th July 2025 was received by all members. 

RESOLVED that: 
I. The minutes of the Ordinary Town Council meeting held on 9th July 2025 be approved and signed by the Chairman of the meeting.   
II. To note the minutes of the Environmental Committee Meeting held on 16th July 2025. 

C040/25 Audited Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024-25
The Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 set out what we must do at the conclusion of the external auditor’s review. In summary, we are required by 30 September 2025 to: Publish (which must include publication on the authority’s website) a statement:
· That the audit has been concluded and that the statement of accounts has been published
· The rights of the inspection conferred on local government electors by section 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014; and
· The address at which, and the hours during which, those rights may be exercised.
· Keep copies of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for purchase by any person on payment of a reasonable sum.
· Ensure that the Annual Governance and Accountability Return remains available for public access for a period of not less than five years beginning with the date on which the Annual Governance and Accountability Return was first published
Noted the discrepancy in the Town Council answering yes in assertion 2 of the Annual Governance Statement instead of no. This was explained to the external Auditor when contact was made. Minutes from the meeting where the Town Council agreed with the Internal Auditor's findings were shared with the External Auditor to state that the Council agreed with the Internal Auditor's findings and did not disagree. 

RESOLVED that: Members received the concluded audit and agreed on the actions required regarding publication and noted the minor scope for improvement. 

C041/25 COMMUNITY AND GARDEN AWARDS
Administrative Assistant gave a verbal update to Members on next week's Community and Garden Awards. Noted, we are still awaiting the names of those plots that have won the Allotment Award. 

C042/25 ALLOTMENT UPDATE
The Town Clerk informed Members that ongoing communications between the Allotment Association and external bodies are continuing in light of the problems at Colliery Allotment. Members were also informed of recent movement at Colliery Allotment, having just been informed that a fence and a digger were on an allotment plot without permission from the Allotment Association. It was noted that we are a member of the National Allotment Association, and further help will be sought in regard to this. 

C043/25 REPORTS FOR INFORMATION TO FULL COUNCIL  
43.1 Northumberland County Council 
Cllr Audsley give a brief update on his current involvement in the community
43.2 Northumbria Police – No update before meeting 
43.3 Borderlands Place Programme – No meeting since last update
43.4 Northumberland Association of Local Councils – No meeting since last update

C044/25 LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN PRIORITIES 2026/27 
Northumberland County Council is starting the process to prepare its Local Transport Plan (LTP) Capital Programme for 2026/27. As part of this process, they would like to know what our TOP 3 highways and transport priority issues are for our area, so that they can be considered for inclusion in the Programme. 

The letter from Highways, guidance notes, and feedback from our submissions for the 2025/26 LTP were attached to the agenda.  Deadline for submission is 17th October 2025. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to defer for final discussion to the next meeting on 8th October 2025.

C045/25 COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW
The Chair confirmed that all members had received a copy of the questionnaire, the information and FAQ document, and the Terms of Reference. Northumberland County Council passed a resolution on 10 September to commence a county-wide Community Governance Review in accordance with the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007.  
 
The Review enables the County Council to review and make changes to the community governance of its parishes and their electoral arrangements.  The preliminary stage will start the process and provide Parish, Town, and Community Councils with the opportunity to complete and return a pre-consultation questionnaire.  
 
The responses received during this stage are to help gauge the scope of the Review and NCC to understand the needs of the community governance before the commencement of the full consultation process. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to look at a response and, if required, place for further discussion in October. 

C046/25 CENTRAL PARK PLAY AREA
The Town Clerk gave a verbal update on the Central Park Play Area. Unfortunately, there was an error in the quote originally received. This has been rectified, but it has meant the quote is in line with other quotes received at that time. It was also noted that repairs made to wetpore at the park were then removed the next day. The Town Clerk informed that if further quotes are required, then this would put the opening of the park back further. 

RESOLVED that: Further quotes requested for groundworks (tarmac)

C047/25 LETTER FROM THE LEADER OF NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL
The Chair informed members that all Parish and Town Councils have received an invitation to attend a meeting. This is an opportunity to have your say on what more you feel can be done or less over the next 4 years. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed for representation at the meeting, Cllrs L Spratt and J Woodman will attend, and Cllrs G Woodman and A Wootton if no limitations to numbers.

The chairman thanked all in attendance and closed the meeting at 19:23pm


Chairman………………………………………………………. Date………………………………. 



