




Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Newbiggin by the Sea Town Council held at 6:30pm on Wednesday 9th July 2025 at St Bartholomew’s Church Centre.
 
PRESENT:  Councillors:	M Martin, T Roll, A Sutherland, G Woodman (Chair), J Woodman and A Wootton 

		 Officers:   	L. Lawson – Town Clerk and RFO
				S. Watson – Admin Assistant

IN ATTENDANCE: 7 members of the public
Four members of the public wished to speak in the open session; each was given 3 minutes to speak, allowing the Chair to respond if a response was required. Representatives from Café Needles Eye were in attendance and the first to speak. They informed members that they don’t feel supported and felt that they had no one to speak to following their recent submission of a planning application. Members agreed to a separate meeting with the Town Council, as this would be a more fitting space to discuss further, given the time constraints. 
The last member of the public wished to update members on her recent contact with NCC regarding the repainting of white lines for access outside her property, and that she would update us once they get a response. This is due to the resident being told by NCC that the lines are no longer refreshed by them. 
C027/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs Jan Casey and Louise Sprat passed on their apologies. 

RESOLVED that Members agreed to accept.
[bookmark: _Hlk147512952]
C028/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS
No interests declared. The chair reminded all in attendance to ensure that members review their forms online at NCC to ensure they are current and up to date. 

C029/25 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
The Chair confirmed that all members had received and read the minutes of the Council meeting held on 11th June 2025, which were proposed and seconded for approval. The Chair noted that the Environmental Committee meeting on 25th June 2025 was received by all members. 

RESOLVED that: 
I. The minutes of the Ordinary Town Council meeting held on 11th June 2025 be approved and signed by the Chairman of the meeting.   
II. To note the minutes of the Environmental Committee Meeting held on 25th June 2025. 

C030/25 TO APPOINT AN INTERNAL AUDITOR 25-26
Chair confirmed with members that the Internal Audit List, Template Report of Internal Auditor and letter to Newbiggin Town Council were received by members. 

RESOLVED that: appointment of Sarah Saunders as Newbiggin Town Council Internal Auditor for 2025-26 
C031/25 COMMUNITY RESILIENCE FUND – HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
Since October 2023, Newbiggin Town Council has provided free children’s meals during the October and February school holidays, in line with the Holiday Leisure Activity Programme funded by the Council. It is proposed that this provision continue for the October and February holidays this year. Uptake of the scheme has seen a slight increase, supported by outreach to groups such as Newbiggin Learning Hive and the Family Hub. Members noted that the anticipated opening of the Playzone in October may lead to a further increase in demand.

RESOLVED unanimously that: to continue with free children’s meals during October 2025 and February 2026, and continue to review.

C032/25 REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
The Chair referred to the Town Clerk’s report following review of the Town Council's Standing Orders, referring to NALC Model for Standing Orders. This also followed a recommendation from our Internal Auditor. Members reviewed recommendations. It was noted other differences between Newbiggin Town Council's Standing Orders and NALC, including meeting duration, advisory committees, draft minutes and use of a seal. 

RESOLVED that:
I. Agreed to update Standing Orders and Financial Regulations to increase the statutory amount to £30,000 inclusive of VAT and to align procurement thresholds with NALC MSO.
II. Agreed to adopt gender-neutral terminology (“Chair” in place of “Chairman”) throughout Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.
III. Consideration of public representation at any meeting was deferred pending further information and scenarios.
IV. Agreed to adopt NALC’s flexibility on dispensation requests, enabling Proper Officer decisions in minor/routine cases and reserving complex/pecuniary requests for Council.
V. Agreed to add a requirement for maintaining processing activity records and to clarify transparency rules for all thresholds in line with UK GDPR.
VI. Agreed to align terminology from “County Unitary Council” to “Principal Council.”
C033/25 REPORTS FOR INFORMATION TO FULL COUNCIL  
33.1 Northumberland County Council 
Cllr Audsley give a brief update on his current involvement in the community
33.2 Northumbria Police – No update before meeting 
33.3 Borderlands Place Programme
No meeting since the last update, looking to hold one in September. 
33.4 Northumberland Association of Local Councils
No meeting since the last update

C034/25 NEWBIGGIN STREET NAMING CONSULTATION 
Chair confirmed all members had received the suggestions for street naming and numbering for North and South Developments at Land Southeast of Spital House Farm, North Seaton Road and agreed to a response to NCC. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed on the street naming and numbering suggested by NCC  

C035/25 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED that under Section 1(2) the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items on the agenda due to the confidential nature of matters relating to commercial interests.

C036/25 NEWBIGGIN COMMUNITY VENTURES
The Chair informed members of the recent contact from Newbiggin Community Ventures. 

The chairman thanked all in attendance and closed the meeting at 19:45pm

Chairman………………………………………………………. Date………………………………. 



