






Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Newbiggin by the Sea Town Council held at 6:30pm on Wednesday 11th June 2025 at St Bartholomew’s Church Centre.
 
PRESENT:  Councillors:	J Casey (Vice Chair), M Martin, T Roll, L Spratt, G Woodman (Chair), J Woodman and A Wootton 

		 Officers:   	L. Lawson – Town Clerk and RFO
				S. Watson – Admin Assistant

IN ATTENDANCE: 5 members of the public
Ivan Storey representative attended the meeting from The Salvation Army. Ivan has recently taken on the role as Community Mission Facilitator. Ivan gave a talk on what they hope this role will bring to the community.  
C017/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Alison Sutherland passed on her apologies. 

RESOLVED that Members agreed to accept.
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C018/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS
No interests declared. Chairman reminded all in attendance to ensure members to review their forms online at NCC to ensure they are current and up to date. Cllr Martin has handed her declaration to Town Clerk for submission. 

C019/25 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
The Chairman confirmed that all members had received and read the minutes of the Council meeting held on 07th May 2025 which were proposed and seconded for approval. The Chairman confirmed that all members had received and read the minutes of the Extraordinary meeting held on the 28th May 2025, which were proposed and seconded for approval. The Chairman noted that the Annual Parish Meeting minutes from Wednesday 21st May 2025 were received by all members. 

RESOLVED that: 
I. the minutes of the Ordinary Town Council meeting held on 7th May 2025 be approved and signed by the Chairman of the meeting.   
II. The minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council meeting held on the 28th May 2025 be approved and signed by the Chairman of the meeting. 
III. To note the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 21st May 2025. 

C020/25 REPORTS FOR INFORMATION TO FULL COUNCIL 
20.1	Northumberland County Council 
Received information from County Councillor Ben Audsley to give members an update on Spital Play area. 

20.2 Northumbria Police – None received, Town Clerk will forward anything if received. 

20.3	Borderlands Place Program – Noted that the last meeting due to take place in May was cancelled. Next meeting will take place in June and representatives will update following. 
20.4	Northumberland Association of Local Councils 
Cllr G Woodman and Cllr J Casey give a verbal update on recent meeting covering effects on services following recent elections and training in planning has been offered. 

C021/25 FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE MATTERS
21.1	To receive the Internal Audit Report for Year 2024/25
The Chairman confirmed that all members had received and read the Internal Audit Report. 

RESOLVED unanimously that: The report be received.

21.2 To agree to any recommendations within the report
Within the report it has recommended the following: - 

I. Consider an Investment Policy
II. Look to devise a more appropriate method for routine checks on financial statements and accounting records. 
III. Financial Regulations and Standing orders Statutory amount can be increased to £30,000 including VAT. Noted on both currently as £25,000.
IV. Noted that we are trying to move towards a digital record and that the method of review will potentially be redesigned. 
V. A review of assets, reserves and insurance to be undertaken. 

RESOLVED that all members agreed on the recommendations given by the Internal Auditor. 

C022/25 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2024/2025
The Chairman confirmed that all members had received and read the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2024/25. 

The Town Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer informed the meeting that the period for the exercise of Public Rights to inspect the accounts was a statutory requirement lasting 30 days working days and must include the first 10 working days of July, whilst the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is reviewed by the appointed external auditor. 

RESOLVED unanimously that:
I. The Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 be approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the Meeting. 
II. The Accounting Statements for 2024/25 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 
III. The Exercise of Public Rights to inspect would be advertised to commence on 17th June – 28th July 2025. 

C023/25 To agree to a Town Council Visioning Session 
The Chairman informed members that we need to make arrangements for a visioning session. As part of the strategic planning process, it is proposed to hold a session like the one they were part of in 2021. This visioning session would: - 
· Identify key priorities for Newbiggin by the Sea (e.g., regeneration, tourism, infrastructure, community services)
· Align Councillors on long-term goals before public consultation. 
· Provide a clear framework for future project funding bids and partnerships. 

This format will be a facilitated workshop in person at Newbiggin Town Council Office for approx. 2-3 hours. Discussions on Newbiggin strengths/weaknesses/opportunities. This work is all leading to a clear 3-, 5-, and 10-year vision plan and looking at general reserves as well as historic earmarked. Town Council could look to follow up with public sessions to refine priorities. This would build on the Town Plan but reflects new challenges/opportunities.  Following this session the Town Clerk will send out a visual report.  

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to a visioning session.  

C024/25 TO DISCUSS SPITAL PARK PLAY AREA
The play area at Spital Park is owned and maintained by Northumberland County Council not the Town Council. It has been closed for a few months now due to safety concerns requiring extensive repairs (estimated cost - £10,000). NCC had confirmed that there was no budget left for repairs in 2024/25, but the new financial year 2025/26 may present an opportunity for funding. Currently the play area remains closed, limiting community access to a well-used facility. NCC have not yet provided a confirmed timeline for repairs or reopening.
 
RESOLVED that: Members agreed to liaise with County Councillors.  

C025/25 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED that under Section 1(2) the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items on the agenda due to the confidential nature of matters relating to commercial interests.

C026/25 Bungalow
The Chairman informed members of a recent inspection from Environmental Health and NCC to the Bungalow. It has been suggested that the toilet facilities within the bungalow be increased to accommodate the number of children using the facilities. Due to a small internal change required in the building the tenant is seeking permission. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to small internal change to accommodate another toilet.   

The chairman thanked all in attendance and closed the meeting at 19:25pm

Chairman………………………………………………………. Date………………………………. 



