

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Newbiggin by the Sea Town Council held at 6:30pm on Wednesday 7th May 2025 at St Bartholomew’s Church Centre.
 
PRESENT:  Councillors:	J Casey, T Roll (Vice Chair), L Spratt, A Sutherland, G Woodman, J Woodman and A Wootton 

		 Officers:   	L. Lawson – Town Clerk and RFO
				S. Watson – Admin Assistant

IN ATTENDANCE: 2 members of the public
C001/25 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
[bookmark: _Hlk152921826]The Vice Chair, Cllr T Roll invited nominations for the position of Chairman. Two nominations were received, both being proposed, and both nominations seconded. Voting took place. 

RESOVLED that: Councillor Gwen Woodman be elected as Chairman for the municipal year. The Chairman signed the declaration of Acceptance of Office Form which was witnessed by the Proper Officer of the Council. 

C002/25 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
The Chairman invited nomination for the election of Vice-Chairman. One nomination was received, being proposed, and seconded that Cllr J Casey be Vice Chaiman. 

RESOLVED that: Councillor Jan Casey be elected as Vice-Chairman for the next municipal year.  

C003/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None
[bookmark: _Hlk147512952]
C004/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS
No interests declared. Chairman reminded all in attendance to ensure members to review their forms online at NCC to ensure they are current and up to date. 

C005/25 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
The Chairman confirmed that all members had received and read the minutes of the Council meeting held on 16th April 2025 which were proposed and seconded for approval. 

RESOLVED that: the minutes of the Ordinary Town Council meeting held on 16th April 2025 be approved and signed by the Chairman of the meeting.   

C006/25 MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The Chairman confirmed that all members had received and read the minutes of the Environmental Committee held on 24th April 2004. 

RESOLVED that: the minutes of the Environmental Committee meeting be received for information. 


C007/25 REVIEW OF MEETING TIMES
The Chairman informed members that it was agreed previously to review the meeting times going forward. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to the current start times of 18:30. No further reviews are required unless requested. 

C008/25 BANKING ARRANGEMENTS AND SIGNATORIES 2025-2026
The Chairman confirmed that all members had received and read the Town Clerk Report, noting the recommendation to the continuance of the current signatories and additional signatory if required. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to the continuance of current signatories; the Town Clerk will look to add Admin Assistant to the system. 

C009/25 FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE MATTERS
9.1	Receive Asset Register for March 2025
The Chairman informed members that the Asset Register is required to be up to date on 31st March and include all acquisition and disposal transactions recorded in the cashbook during the year. The Asset Register is up to date, noting that Central Park addition in 2023-2024 will be added as a disposal once removed following damage for 2025-2026. The Town Clerk presented the Asset Register to 31st March. The Town Clerk informed Members that the Central Park play area alternative quote was not received until after the agenda went out and informed Members that the quote requested was £5905 +VAT. 

RESOLVED that: the Council receive the Asset Register, noting the potential disposal for 2025-26 and all agreed to proceed with quote received for work at Central Play area. 

9.2	Approve the Risk Management Scheme for 2025-2026
	The Clerk presented the Risk Management Scheme for 2025-2026, noting the additions. 

RESOLVED that: the scheme be agreed. 

9.3	Approve the Statement of Internal Control March 2025
	The Clerk presented the Statement of Internal Control for March 2025

RESOLVED that: the Statement be agreed. 

C010/25 REVIEW STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
The Chairman confirmed that all members had received and read. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to the review of Standing Order and Financial Regulations. 

C011/25 NOTE THE GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE
Town Clerk informed all members that the Town Council does not meet the criteria of eligibility for exercising the General Power of Competence (GPofC). The power gives the local council’s “the power to do anything that individuals generally may do” as long as they do not break other laws. Noted that we do have 2/3rds of Councillors elected.

RESOLVED that: Members confirmed that we do not meet the eligibility criteria for exercising of GPofC. 

C012/25 CONSIDER AND ADOPT THE MODEL POLICY ‘COUNCILLOR – OFFICER PROTOCOL’
The Chairman reminded members that Newbiggin Town Council had pledged to the Civility and Respect Campaign. From this work a model policy has been endorsed by NALC and SLCC. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to adopt the Model Policy ‘Councillor – Officer Protocol’

C013/25 TO REVIEW CO-OPTION APPLICATION FORM 
The Chairman informed members that this form has been in place for some time and should be reviewed at least every 2 years. The Chairman confirmed all members had received and read through the application form. 

RESOLVED that: Members agreed to continue with current Co-Option Form.   

C014/25 TO APPOINT MEMBERS TO SERVE ON COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUPS
The Chairman confirmed that all members had the opportunity to consider standing on committees and working groups prior to the meeting. 

RESOLVED unanimously that: 
1. The Finance & HR Committee membership (6) remain as previously, consisting of Cllrs  J Casey, L Spratt, A Sutherland, G Woodman, and A Wootton.

1. The Environmental Committee membership (5) remain as previously, consisting of Cllrs J Casey, T Roll, L Spratt, A Sutherland, J Woodman, and A Wootton.

C015/25 REVIEW OF REPRESENTATION ON OR WORK WITH EXTERNAL BODIES AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR REPORTING BACK 
The Chairman confirmed that all members had the opportunity to consider standing as representation of Newbiggin Town Council on or work with external bodies. 

RESOLVED unanimously that:
I. Northumberland Association of Local Councils – Cllr G Woodman with the addition of Cllr J Casey
II. Newbiggin Freeholder Stints – Cllr T Roll, A Sutherland, G Woodman and A Wootton
III. Borderland Place Programme – Cllr J Woodman and A Wootton as well as Town Clerk 

The chairman thanked all in attendance and closed the meeting at 18:55pm

Chairman………………………………………………………. Date………………………………. 
